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STERWARDSHIP COUNCIL REPORT 

 

 I am honored that the MA – RPC has chosen me to be your representative to the Council. For 

your information I am on two Stewardship Committees, my primary is the Partner 

Communications and Resource Committee (PCRC) which represent the clubs on the 

Stewardship Council (SC), we act as a conduit for information between the clubs, the SC, the 

ATC, and APPA, and we work to build capacity within the clubs.  I would ask you to let me 

know of issues that you would like me to address and will bring them up to the Council/ ATC 

Board/APPA.  My secondary Committee is the Trails and Camping Committee and that deals 

with AT issues.  Some examples are   Side and Connecting Trails Policy, the Burn Policy and 

right now it is working on the Visitor Usage Policy. 

The Stewardship Council met November 9-10, 2017 and the new Council members and Board 

Officers were introduced. 

PERSPECTIVE FROM ATC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 ATC has hired a new president and CEO, Suzanne Dixon who started in December.  There are 

some changes to ATC’s board structure.  Board members will have staggered terms, a common 

practice with non-profits to ensure a vibrant Board of Directors. ATC is also required to host an 

annual membership meeting that includes voting on the slate of Board members. ATC will offer 

electronic and paper ballots so that the entire ATC membership can vote, rather than just those 

attending the Biennial meetings. 

APPA Remarks 

Chief Ranger, Carin Farley is moving APPA toward a Computer Aided Dispatch (CAD) system, 

along with this update APPA is changing dispatches to the National Capitol Region in 

Hagerstown, MD. Having this system capture statistics should assist in gaining resources by 

demonstrating need.  

STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL 2017-2019 CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES  

 

As a team building exercise Beth Critton began with a slideshow that visualizes the challenges 

facing the Trail. Then identified the four committees and gave a short summation of what they 

did. The MARPC ‘s resolution that articulated our request for the clubs to retain a relationship 

with ATC despite how VSA signatures are structured.  The  Volunteer Service Agreements 

(VSA) Task Force gave a  slideshow to capture the highlights of the function and purpose of 

these agreements between volunteers and agencies.   Then the Task Force response to the MA-

RPCs resolution was presented: The Task Force recognizes the desire and intent of the 

Resolution from MARPC in relation to the cooperative management system in the formal 

agreements between NPS and clubs, that rest on the relationship with ATC as an important 

component.  The VSA are designed to authorize volunteerism on agency lands and protect 

volunteers in the event of injury or tort claims.  The Task Force recommends that an explanation 
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of the role of ATC be described in the documentation that accompanies agreements, both the 

MOU between ATC and clubs and the VSA between land managers and club. 

Beth Critton did inform the Board of the action and that the Volunteer Service Agreements 

(VSA) Task Force had addressed the issue and had given its recommendation. 

All the other topics discussed will be covered in other organizations or peoples reports. 

 

Rush Williamson  

MA-RPC Stewardshi Council Rep 

 

 

 

 

 


